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FOREWORD

Dickinson has had a long, illustrious association with the sport of 
football. In 1969 the nation observed the 100th anniversary of the game and 
Dickinson has been a part of that scene for 85 years as an intercollegiate 
sport. Early football had provided the campus with a rallying point and in 
later years, a place to blow off steam while acquiring an excellent education.

The responsibility for athletics at Dickinson has changed throughout the 
years. The management of sports was haphazard at first. The Dickinson 
College Athletic Association ruled the roost in the formation of policies and 
procedures. The student-run association soon gave way to an alumni advisory 
council that helped the president run the program. Finally, the Board of 
Athletic Control was established in June 1934. They ran the program from 
that time until 1962. Since 1962, the board has not met and the management 
of athletics has been in the hands of the director of athletics, the dean of the 
college, and the president.

An attempt has been made in this book to trace the development of the 
sport of football from its meager beginnings to the present. The records that 
were set during this period of time were gathered and compiled by the 
author. Nowhere is there to be found such a complete account of one sport at 
Dickinson College. The pictures speak for themselves.

All the statistics are derived from public newspapers, school newspapers, 
yearbooks, and other school records. If there has been an error or omission, 
please forgive this amateur attempt at history writing. The facts are presented 
as they were recorded by the sportswriters of the day. Background material 
was gleaned from other sources such as personal interviews and letters.

I would like to acknowledge the help given me in this vast undertaking. 
Former Head Coach Donald R. Seibert gathered the statistical data and 
compiled the records from 1912—1964. It was his assistance that greatly 
reduced the time in completing this work. The college granted the author a 
sabbatical leave in the spring of 1969 to complete the research for the 
narrative portion of the book. The Faculty Research Fund provided a 
grant-in-aid of $300.00 to help defray the cost of travel and typing the 
finished copy. College librarian emeritus, Charles Coleman Sellers, and his 
staff, Martha Slotten and Myrna Allshouse, greatly aided in the search for 
information in the May Morris Room in the Spahr Library. Dr. Sellers’ 
constant advice and words of inspiration greatly influenced the finished 
product. College photographer Don Moll has been most helpful in 
reproducing the team pictures and others that have been used in this book.

Last but not least, my wife, Marcia Barndt Gobrecht, put up with a lot of 
grief during the latter stages of the writing. She contributed her journalistic 
talents to proof reading and typing the major portion of the finished copy. 
Others who contributed are listed in the reference section in the back of the 
book.

It was a labor of love in completing this work. I hope it will be accepted 
for what it was intended — a complete history of Dickinson College football.



CHAPTER 1
Early Beginnings to 1895

“Hip-Rah—Bus—Bis-Dickinsoniensis—Tiger”

Athletics on any basis before the 1880’s was a hit or miss proposition. 
Morgan’s history of the College suggests “the construction of a ‘ball alley’ 
whatever that may have been, as early as 1820. This may have been the first 
attempt at college sports in Pennsylvania. Nothing more was heard about 
sport or athletics until 1853 when the faculty took action against three 
players of football. Of course, this was not the same game as we know it 
today. (Undoubtedly it was a game of soccer.) At any rate, it seems as though 
some form of football took place on the campus and ended in a fist fight. 
Three of the parties involved were dismissed. Thus early football, as also the 
later brand, gave rise to troubles such as were common later.

Another account about the playing of football on campus appeared in the 
book John Fletcher Hurst - A Biography by Albert Osborn. Hurst was a 
member of the class of 1854, and undoubtedly, he participated in the above 
game. Osborn gets Professor Charles F. Himes, a Dickinson faculty member 
and contemporary student of Hurst’s, to recall sports on the campus. Himes 
presented the following account: “A game of football was held on campus in 
front of Old West. Football was in the fullest sense football, and a college 
game. It was a line-up along the broad path leading from Old West, of all the 
students who wished to engage in the game in two well selected, evenly 
matched parties, and from the kickoff to the passage of the ball over either of 
the fences, constituting the goals, it was kicked, never carried, and in the 
scrimmages many shins were kicked. The line-up was different each game, so 
that while some were recognized as most expert players, there were no match 
games to be recorded or even remembered. It was all sport and genuine sport. 
I remember consequently little about John Fletcher Hurst as a football 
player...........There were champion kickers. One, who kicked the ball over
West College, died as a result of the effort.”

Football, however, got its start through class-teams, or as we would call 
them today, intramural teams. Charles Keller Zug, in his history of the Class 
of 1880, states that four members of the class of 1880 were on the college 
eleven in 1879. He goes on to tell “we played Pennsylvania College 
(Gettysburg) with Ege (Charles R.) acting as Captain except in the second 
game his place was taken in his absence, by your historian. Each team won a 
game. A third was to have been played to decide the contest. The faculties of 
both colleges failing to fully appreciate its importance and therefore not 
granting permission.”

Appearing in the Gettysburg Times, October 8, 1954, under the heading 
“75 Years Ago,” was an article corroborating the above information. 
“Football-Sometime ago the Pennsylvania College boys challenged the 
Dickinson College football club to play a match game but the date was left 
undetermined. Last Saturday morning a telegram arrived from Carlisle 
announcing the Dickinson boys were enroute, much to the surprise of the
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challengers who had delayed both organization and practice. The 
Pennsylvania College students were promptly called together, an association 
formed, and eleven chosen.

At 1:30 p.m. the players made their appearance and play began at 2:00 
o’clock. W. Donovan, Dickinson, was made umpire, H. G. Schoor, Dickinson, 
and W. P. Swartz, Pennsylvania College, referees.

The Dickinson eleven were accompanied by a number of their fellow 
students, and quite a crowd of persons witnessed the game. Most of the 
college professors dignifying the occasion by their presence, besides ladies and 
gentlemen from town.

Seventeen innings were played, the game terminating about 5:00 
o’clock—home eleven won 11-6. Four ‘fouls' were allowed each side.”

A later article, October 26, 1954, told of the second encounter between 
the two neighboring schools. “Football — Several weeks ago the Dickinson 
College and the Pennsylvania College football clubs played a game on the 
college grounds in this place, the home club winning by 11-6. On Saturday 
last a return game was played in Carlisle and Dickinson won 11-10 in twenty 
one innings. Each club won three innings on the claiming of ‘foul’, the 
remaining innings being won by sending the ball home.

Each club having now a credit of a game, the Dickinson boys have been 
invited to play the concluding game in Gettysburg.”

Later, G. C. Stull, ’82, in a letter to the Dickinsonian in September 1890 
stated that his whole class was interested in football and that the college 
eleven played a ‘real’ genuine American game of football in October 1878. He 
recalled the 3:00 a.m. ride to Gettysburg, the way ‘we’ whipped the team, 
and the return game played in Carlisle. In this case, no write up or squad 
roster was available to corroborate the memory of this football pioneer.

In the 1881 Microcosm a college team is listed for 1880, but no games 
appear to have been played with outside competition. This yearbook was 
really The Minutal, a publication of the Beta Theta Pi Fraternity. The 
following year finds two publications, The Minutal and The Microcosm, 
listing a college eleven but again there are no contests listed as having been 
played. Both publications listed different squad rosters for the same year, 
with the exception of G. C. Stull’s name, which appeared on both rosters. In 
1883 The Minutal again listed a college eleven although no games were listed 
here, either.

Therefore, it is safe to assume that football did not get off the ground as 
an intercollegiate sport until 1885, when we played Swarthmore at home on 
November 14th. The students were ripe for such activity but had a problem 
trying to schedule games because of the location of the school. As previously 
mentioned, Gettysburg was played on an informal basis mainly because of its 
proximity to Carlisle.

The years of 1883 and 1884 were given over to class competition. But the 
interest now was very great and in the March 1884 Dickinsonian an article 
appeared announcing the formation of the Athletic Association of Dickinson 
College. (See appendix for the Constitution of the D.C.A.A.) The object was 
to encourage and support all college sports including football. Support for the 
program was by subscription. The president of the association was Professor 
Fletcher Durell, who was to be instrumental in helping Dickinson get started
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in intercollegiate competition. A Professor of Mathematics and Astronomy, 
Durell was a rare man who really appealed to college students. Dr. Henry 
Morgan, later to become president of the college, believed that during his 
twelve years at the college, no one, perhaps, had greater influence with the 
student body than Durell had. A Princeton graduate, he brought the 
fundamentals of football with him. He fostered the game, and as president of 
the association he held the first systematic and regular physical drill. His 
encouragement and leadership greatly aided the cause. In 1885 he even 
played as a rusher on the college eleven versus Swarthmore. Later he confined 
his activities to officiating and moral support. His name also appeared many 
times on the baseball roster as a first baseman. Indeed, Dickinson athletics 
had a true friend on the faculty. Later, under President Reed, he was chosen 
the first Chairman of the Class Deans, who, in the absence of the President, 
would be in charge of the college. No better man could have been chosen.

In 1884 a movement was afoot to form an Intercollegiate Athletic 
Association in eastern Pennsylvania. The thought behind this would be to 
foster friendly intercourse between schools. At this time the Dickinsonian 
reported that the game of football was under fire because of its brutal play. 
This was the cry for twenty more years until President Theodore Roosevelt 
stepped in and gave the game a general overhaul in 1905. (See rule changes in 
Appendix.) The Philadelphia Press wanted schools to adopt the English 
Association game — namely that only the feet be used. No tackling or use of 
the hands was allowed.

As the year 1885 got started, the one great obstacle to athletics at 
Dickinson was the late start in practice. In fact, most students clung to 
baseball in the fall and thus endangered the prospects of a proficient eleven. 
“Reform must take place” according to the cry of the Dickinsonian. By 
November no games had been played and only one scrimmage game was 
reported. They won 54-0 over a “picked 15” on the 24th of October.

Geographical location was a deterrent factor but the Directors of 
Athletics did manage to schedule two games. The first game was with 
Swarthmore and the last with The Harrisburg Cricket Club. A return match 
was supposed to have been scheduled but Harrisburg refused to grant the 
$50.00 guarantee. The guarantee was a sum of money paid to the visiting 
team to underwrite expenses. Thus briefly ended the first intercollegiate 
season for Dickinson.

An interesting fact concerning the 1885 season was that the Directors of 
Athletics, under the D.C.A.A. by-laws, were responsible for collecting the 
subscription fees that were used to run the program. In addition, they had to 
schedule the games, make arrangements for the trips, pay guarantees, and in 
general be the guiding lights for the season. The success or failure of the 
entire year depended on the work of these men elected by the Athletic 
Association.

In the season of 1885, the first use of non-college players is also noted. 
The Moore Brothers, M. Park and Johnston, played for Dickinson. M. Park 
has never been listed on the official rolls of Dickinson, although Johnston did 
sign up for the Practical Scientific Course and was in the Junior Section in 
1885. These brothers were from town and lived a very free and fast life. A 
well know residential section of Carlisle today, Mooreland, derives its name
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from the grandfather of these brothers.
In an editorial in an 1885 Dickinsonian, the writer argued that the best 

advertisement a college can get is through a good football or baseball team. 
This, he claims, is shown by the fact that after two games — one winning, one 
losing - the college got wide publicity in the Harrisburg and Philadelphia 
papers. He goes on to say that the Athletic Association was quite successful in 
raising funds that fall and any assistance that the trustees could provide 
would prove beneficial to both students and college.

The first recorded intercollegiate game was with Swarthmore College. For 
the benefit of a precise account, the game summary is printed as follows from 
the Dickinsonian published in December of 1885:

“Dickinson vs. Swarthmore. — 
After several futile attempts to 
arrange foot-ball matches, a fixture 
was made with Swarthmore college. 
Even then the chances for a game 
seemed rather poor, as it rained 
heavily the day before the one for 
the match; but the next day was 
clear and dry and Swarthmore's 
team appeared on time.

The teams were:
Dickinson — Rue, Yocum, 

Durell, N. Cleaver, Wilson, Biddle 
and Curry, rushers; Lake, (capt.) 
quarter-back; P. Moore and J. 
Moore, half-backs; Paxson, back.

Swarthmore — Webster, Hunter, 
Griffin, Lane, (capt.) Ekins, Brown 
and Pancoast, rushers; Smedley, 
quarter-back; Perrine and Clothier, 
halfbacks; Roberts, back.

After some discussion, F. F. 
Thomson was selected as referee, 
and it was decided to play with 
Dickinson's ball. Swarthmore won 
the toss and selected the upper 
goal, having the wind and sun in 
their favor.

Lake opened the game by 
dribbling the ball to Cleaver, who 
made a good run before he was 
tackled.

The fine kicking of 
Swarthmore's half-backs soon 
brought the ball near Dickinson's 
goal line, where Ekins forced his 
way through the opposing rush line 

and made the first touchdown. The 
try at goal failed; but on 
Dickinson's touching the ball down, 
the referee, from a 
misunderstanding of the rule, 
decided it to be a safety. The ball 
was kicked out from the 
twenty-five yard line, but through 
the loose play of Dickinson another 
touch-down, soon followed by a 
safety, was scored by Swarthmore. 
Again the ball was kicked out and 
again was forced back by good 
kicks of Perrine and Roberts, a 
touch-down followed by a safety 
resulting. On the next trial P. 
Moore secured the ball and by a 
good run carried the ball into 
Swarthmore's territory; but its stay 
there was short, Swarthmore soon 
securing a touch-down from which 
a goal was kicked. The ball was 
kicked from the center of the field 
but was quickly returned by 
Roberts, and sharp work by 
Swarthmore secured them their last 
touch-down in this half; from it a 
goal was kicked. The ball was again 
started by a kick, and time was 
called with the ball near the center 
of the field. Score, Dickinson, 0; 
Swarthmore, 2 goals, 3 
touch-downs and 3 safeties; total, 
30.

In the second half. Holler took 
Paxson's place on the team. The 
home team having the advantage of
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in a Dickinsoman article

position played a much stronger 
game, few fumbles being made and 
the tackling becoming more 
vigorous. The ball was dribbled to 
Ekins, who was at once downed, 
but as before, the kicking of 
Swarthmore's team advanced it 
toward Dickinson's goal. It was 
finally kicked across the line; but 
was secured by Lake. On the ball's 
being kicked out from the 
twenty-five yard line, it was well 
followed up, and kept in 
Swarthmore's ground for some 
time. At this point, Webster was 
disqualified for tackling in touch 
and Seaman took his place. Lake 
finally secured the ball on a 
throw-in from touch and by a good 
run made a touch-down for 
Dickinson from which P. Moore 
kicked a goal. Swarthmore then 
started off the ball, and on an

Judge E. M. Biddle, ’86.
1930, gives another account of the same 
following is a reprint of this article:

Football was very different in 
the good old days. At least one 
must come to this conclusion if he 
is to believe the testimony of 
Edward M. Biddle, Jr., present 
Judge of Cumberland County Court 
and a Dickinson alumnus of the 
class of 1886. When interviewed by 
a reporter of THE DICKINSONIAN 
Judge Biddle who was a member of 
the first Dickinson football team 
which played an inter-collegiate 
game, cited instance after instance 
in which the game has changed. The 
game took place on November 4, 
1885. The opposing team was 
Swarthmore and despite the best 
efforts of the Dickinson squad the 
score went against them to the tune 
of 34-6. Judge Biddle recalls that 
stage fright incidental to their

9 

unfavorable decision by the referee 
in regard to an off-side kick, the 
ball was downed within a few feet 
of Dickinson's goal line, across 
which it was soon carried by 
Swarthmore. The try at goal failed, 
however, and soon after the ball 
was kicked out, time was called 
with the ball near Swarthmore's 
twenty-five yard line. Score. 
Dickinson 1 goal, 6; Swarthmore 1 
touch-down, 4. Totals, Swarthmore 
34 —Dickinson 6.

The poor showing made in the 
first half was due to the 
nervousness of our team, and to the 
disadvantage of position. For 
Swarthmore the best playing was 
done by Ekins, Perrine and 
Roberts. For Dickinson, Cleaver, 
Yocum and J. Moore did good 
work." 

dated November 13, 
game from a player’s viewpoint. The 

initial appearance had much to do 
with Swarthmore’s piling up a first 
half lead of thirty points. In the 
second half Dickinson came back 
strong and scored six points to 
Swarthmore’s four.

In speaking of halves of the 
game, Judge Biddle pointed out 
that the halves of the game were 
not of thirty minutes duration as at 
present nor were they divided into 
quarters but a half in those days 
meant forty-five minutes of 
continuous play. Not only was the 
timing different, but the scoring 
was also radically different than in 
our modern game. In those days a 
touchdown counted four points, 
the goal after touchdown two, a 
field goal five, and a safety two.

Absolutely no concessions were
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made to football players at that 
time. It was the “privilege” of each 
player to furnish his own 
equipment. Scholarships for 
football were not known. One of 
the Professors, Dr. Durell of the 
Department of Mathematics, was 
coach and player at the same time. 
He played in both games of the 
schedule in ’85, for no eligibility 
rules had been invented then. 
Practice sessions consisted in 
one-half to three-quarters of an 
hour workouts three or four times 
weekly. So little did these practice 
sessions infringe upon class work 
that of the seniors who played that 
first year all but one were honor 
students.

Many of the rules in effect at 
that time seem strange at the 
present time. Interference was 
illegal and therefore most of the 
plays consisted of end runs and 
kicks. If the ball went out of 
bounds it could be recovered by 
players of either side who were on 
side. The ball was then put in play 
by being thrown in from the 
sideline. It could be thrown in only 
laterally or back toward the 
opponents’ goal. If after a 
touchdown the goal wasn’t kicked 
the ball was brought out to the 
twenty-five yard line and was 
kicked off by the side defending 
the goal line which had just been 
crossed. It was accordingly frequent 
for a strong team to intentionally 
miss kicking the goal.

The ball was snapped back by 
the foot of the center and had to be 
touched by two backs before it 
might be advanced. All passes had 

to be either lateral or behind the 
line of scrimmage. The man 
advancing the ball was downed by 
tackling but the man was not called 
down until either he himself or his 
tackler signified that he was indeed 
down. Judge Biddle pointed out 
that it was at times impossible for a 
man to declare himself down 
because his head might at that time 
be reposing face down in the mud 
or the lone official might be unable 
to hear him for the crowd which 
was piled atop of him.

Despite these seemingly good 
chances for roughing it up, Judge 
Biddle stated that substitution for 
injury or in fact any reason was 
rare. During the year of ’85 only 
one substitution was made in the 
two games played. He also recalled 
that in ’94 the University of 
Pennsylvania went through an 
entire season with the same eleven 
playing in every game.

With respect to playing field 
there have also been some changes. 
The goal posts at that time reposed 
on the goal line; the field was 
longer; and no marks were 
necessary on the field for there was 
no defininte yardage to gain. The 
ball remained in the possession of 
one team until it fumbled or lost 
the ball as a result of a penalty.

Dickinson at that time played 
her games on a field at the fair 
ground. That plot is now occupied 
by the Masland rug factory.

As an interesting sidelight the 
Judge said that he was a member of 
THE DICKINSONIAN staff and it 
was among his duties to report the 
games in which he played.

Three games were played in 1886 and Dickinson lost all three. However, 
an event occurred that could have marked the end of intercollegiate football 
at Dickinson. E. Herbert Garrison, an end, was killed in the Swarthmore 
game. The following is an account taken from the November 1886



DICKINSON COLLEGE FOOTBALL 11
Dickinsonian:

THE ACCIDENT
What our readers want to know 

about more particularly is the 
accident which befell young 
Garrison. This occurred about the 
middle of the second inning, 
between four and five o'clock. 
Garrison had been playing on the 
rush line, but a few minutes before 
the accident occurred he 
complained that his knee was 
hurting him (his knee had been hurt 
in the game with Lafayette) and 
Lake, captain, changed him from 
rush line to full back, where he 
thought he would have less work to 
do. In about two minutes after this 
change was made the ball came to 
him, and with it under his arm he 
started to run for the goal. He had 
gone but a little way, when he was 
"tackled" by Sweet, of the 
Swarthmore team, who came 
running diagonally across the field. 
Sweet tackled him fair, catching 
him around the shoulder and under 
the arm. Both fell together, 
Garrison underneath, striking with 
considerable force on his shoulder 
and head. Unfortunately, the place 
where he fell was the only hard 
spot on the whole field. It was the 
pitcher's box of the base ball field, 
and had been tramped and filled up 
with gravel to make it harder. It 
was seen at once that Garrison was 
hurt. He was lying on his face, and 
was turned over on his back, and 
fanned in the hope that he would 
revive at once. Dr. W. W. Dale was 
on the ground and was summoned. 
He could do little, however, more 
than to say he was injured. His face 
had a pink flush to it that was 
unusual. When it was seen that he 
would not recover at once an 
ambulance was called and he was 

taken off the grounds. No one 
supposed then, unless indeed it was 
the physician, that he was so 
seriously hurt, and as soon as he 
was cared for the game proceeded. 
Garrison was taken to Stein's room 
in East college, Dr. Dale went at 
once to the room, and from there 
went to Dr. G. W. Zeigler's office 
for medicine and to procure the 
doctor's assistance. They returned 
to the room, but could do nothing 
for the relief of the sufferer, and he 
died about 20 minutes of six. A 
large quantity of blood came from 
his mouth, showing that there had 
been heavy internal hemorrhages, 
but it is not known whether he died 
from that or from concussion of 
the brain. He was completely 
unconscious from the time of the 
accident until death.

Great was the surprise and grief 
of the players as they returned 
from the game to learn that 
Garrison had just died. All 
merriment was hushed, and the 
usually noisy crowd was 
awe-stricken. The grim monster had 
come into their midst with such a 
suddenness that they could find no 
expression for their grief. If any 
one has an idea that young men are 
unfeeling, he could have known 
differently if he had been among 
the Dickinson boys, Saturday night 
and yesterday. They felt their 
sorrow very deeply, indeed.

The Swarthmore boys left on 
the 6:13 train. They did not tell 
Sweet* that Garrison was dead 
until they got to Harrisburg, and 
the poor fellow couldn't 
understand why the boys did not 
cheer and yell. When he learned the 
result of the injuries he was nearly 
distracted and left at once for
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Philadelphia. The rest of the 
Swarthmore boys stayed in 
Harrisburg until yesterday when 
they left for home.

Sorrow was not only felt in the 
college but throughout the entire 
community. It was the one topic of 
conversation. Among other 
expressions of condolence was a 

telegram from Lafayette saying, 
"Have just learned your sad loss. 
Lafayette extends her sympathy to 
Dickinson."

*W. E. Sweet, graduated from 
Swarthmore in 1890, served as 
Governor of Colorado 1922-24.

Prior to the death, sports were booming at Dickinson with spirit and 
participation never any higher. In fact, some students were calling for a 
course on athletic instruction to become part of the curriculum. The reason 
for this was that the athletic program would be enhanced by following the 
example of other colleges. It would be good for organizing the various teams, 
and, with a good instructor, the stock would rise in intercollegiate athletics.

The 1886 squad returned to campus determined to do better. However, 
the season was a failure due to the lack of systematic training and the death 
of Garrison.

“Although active interest in football was checked by the unfortunate 
accident of October 23rd, so that the impropriety of resuming the game this 
season was beyond question, and although severe criticisms of the game were 
called forth by some who perhaps failed to take into consideration points in 
its favor, we are not prepared to consign it to the internal regions as yet.” 
Thus an editorial reads in the December 1886 Dickinsonian. The article 
continues in part: “ ‘The Independent’ for December 2 engages in a wholesale 
tirade against it descending so far as to call the players ‘animals’, ‘brutes’, and 
comparing them with prize fighters.” “We who are personally acquainted 
with the fifteen gentlemen who composed the Dickinson team are not willing 
to hear such characterizations with complacency.” “Garrison’s death was the 
purest of accidents.” “Football is a healthy outlet for the vigorous young 
man.”

Later, in June, the same cry was heard concerning renewal of the game. 
However, with most of the good players returning, football could still be a 
good advertisement for the college.

In an article in the March 11, 1922 issue of the Dickinsonian the writer 
gives an account of the 1886 season as follows: . . .

“To picture the College and the 
conditions of that time is a difficult 
task. The average class was 
composed of about twenty men, 
with the class of ’87, unusually 
large because it was the last having 
but a three year course, numbering 
thirty. Out of a student body of 
less than a hundred, there were 
about twenty-five men out for the 
football team. It is hard to imagine 

the conditions existing at that time. 
There was no paid coach, no 
trainer, no faculty advisor, and for 
a playing field, it was necessary to 
use the old Fair grounds. To W. G. 
Lake, captain and acting coach of 
the team, belongs the credit for 
introducing the sport and his 
enthusiasm and interest was 
responsible to a large degree for the 
success of the innovation. The game


